DO                                                        PORTUGUESE  IK   INDIA.

CHAP, mentioned year it is certain that Columbus went to Spain
and arrived at the Convent de la Rabida in a very im-
poverished condition. By the influence of the friar of that-
convent, Columbus proceeded to Cordova in the spring of
I486, with introductions to Fernando de Talavera, confessor
to the Queen and a man possessed of great political in-
terest. He, however, regarded the design as unreasonable
and preposterous. The court also was at that time so
engrossed with the war at Granada as to preclude any hope-
of gaining attention to his novel and expensive proposition.
At length, at the close of I486, the theory of Columbus,
backed as it was by his forcible arguments, gained weight
with Mendoza, Archbishop of Toledo and Grand Cardinal
of Spain, and by means of his influence an audience with
the Sovereigns was obtained, and the result of the inter-
view was the expression of a favourable opinion, qualified
by the necessity of an appeal to the judgment of the
literati of the country. These, after numerous delays, re-
ported that the scheme was too groundless to be recoup
mended, and Columbus was accordingly informed that the
cares and expenses of the war against the Moors precluded
the possibility of their Highnesses engaging in any new
enterprises, but that when it was concluded there would
be both the will and the opportunity to give the subject
further consideration.

In Argensola's Anales de Aragon it is stated that when
the King looked coldly on Columbus' proposals, because
the royal finances had been drained by war, Isabella offered
-her jewels for the enterprise ; but this-was rendered need-
less, as Luis de Santangel, Escrisano de Eacion de Aragon,
advanced 17,000 florins for the expenses of the armada.

At length, having overcome all difficulties, Columbus set
sail, with a fleet of three ships, on the 3rd of August, 1492,
on his unprecedented and perilous voyage. Shortly after
the return of Columbus from this successful voyage of
discovery, the Spanish King obtained from Pope Alex-
ander VI. (Hodrigo Borgia) the celebrated Papal Bull,